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Big kids show off big toys 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

If you joined the circus, what act 
would you perform? Why? 



"Tight rope walking. It 
looks like fun. The adren- 
alin you get from walking 
that high up in the air - 
looks like a good time." 



“Ride the elephant I love 
elephants. I have a tattoo of 
an elephant. They are nice 
creatures, they are friendly, 
they are smart and they 




“Uon tamer. That would be 
cool I guess, not everyone 
can do that” 


"Acrobat I have always 
thought that they are so 
cool and they are so tal- 
ented in what they do." 




"Ring master. I love adventur- 
ous things and ring master 
usually handles the lion or 
a tiger, so I would handle a 
lion." 



“Acrobat - 1 like heights." 






Smile Conestoga, yo 




FILBERT CARTOONS 



CARTOONIST CREATES FREE caricatures 



Rachel Roy, a second-year health office administration student eagerly awaits the reveal of her 
caricature produced by Cartoon Bob on Sept. 16. Cartoon Bob arrived at The Venue, located on Doon 



Please give. 


I HEART & 
STROKE 

FOUNDATION 


MAKE($\yiSH. 


Because some 
wishes can’t wait 
for someday. 


LAST 

CHANCE 

CONDORS 

Load your OME CARD 

with $500 and make a purchase 
to be eligible for our iPad mini 
contest closing September 30. 

Using Condor Cash also ensures 
you are eligible for Condor Perks 
coming in October like $2 pizza 


WWW.CDNESTQGAC.ON.CA/ONECARD 
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New engineering 
programs 
on the horizon 



Conestoga College plans 
to be at the forefront of the 
government's major review of 
engineering degrees in col- 
leges and universities. 

Though there is still a long 
road ahead, Conestoga College 
president John Tibbits said 
the change is a go; Conestoga 
will be furthering its trek into 
the developing world of engi- 
neering-based programs. 

The review looks at which 
colleges and universities may 
offer the degrees and which 

Conestoga currently is the 
only college in Canada with 
two engineering degrees that 
are accredited. 

"They're trying to do it so 
it's not just a piece of paper; 
that it's accredited," said 
Mike Dinning, vice-president 
of student affairs, at the Sept. 
19 college council meeting. 

Building systems engineer- 
ing and computer science are 
among the possible new pro- 
grams to be added. 

"It will be an opportunity' 
for us, but it will also be 
an opportunity for others as 
well," said Tibbits. 

In other business, Conestoga 


dent enrolment from last 
year. As of Sept. 16 there 
were just under 7,000 con- 
firmed and paid students in 
first year with the largest 
growth in engineering and 
IT programs. This ties into 
Conestoga’s plans of growth 

The recently implement- 
ed S500 tuition deposit has 
played a big role in the con- 
firmation of future students 
and their commitment to 

Council members were told 
international student enrol- 
ment increased by 65 per 
cent. This included a dramatic 
increase in those entering the 
English language studies and 
post-secondary international 
programs. 

Changes to the Feb. 1, 2017 
acceptance letters were also 
discussed during the meeting. 
The letters will now include 
an exact layout of fees, includ- 
ing the program cost, grants, 
loans and the total the stu- 
dent will owe. 

Due to this change, students 
will now be required to apply 
for any government loans dur- 
ing the time they apply for 
their programs of choice in 
order for it to be laid out in 
the acceptance letter. 




Raising Hope 
for HopeSpring 



Cancer is so prevalent, 
you probably know someone 
who has struggled with the 
disease. Or maybe you have 
yourself. 

Angie DeLeo is a woman who 
can relate. When her sister, 
Mary, was diagnosed with 
lymphoma, DeLeo was lost 
and afraid. She learned about 
HopeSpring Cancer Support 
Centre, on Andrew Street in 
Kitchener, and took her sister 
there in desperation, needing 
to find some answers; needing 
to know what to do. 

When Mary was diagnosed 
in 2001, Angie became her 
main caretaker, inside the 
hospital and out. She was 
by her side from the first 

partial recovery and . then 

DeLeo learned everything 
she needed to know to help 
take care of her sister from 
HopeSpring and has been 
supporting them ever since. 

DeLeo has been supporting 
HopeSpring for 15 years, ever 
since her sister was diagnosed. 
“(She was) a fighter, 
optimistic. Fought right 
until the very end,” DeLeo 
said about her sister, who 
lost her battle with cancer 
four years ago at age 48. 
“Her memory and strong will 
to light remains forever in my 


DeLeo helps HopeSpring by 
continuously trying to raise 
awareness and occasionally 
hosting small fundraisers. In 
2011, she officially partnered 
with the centre by providing 
free hair and spa services in her 
salon, quaintly named Le Selon, 
for those lacing cancer. 

In honour of the 25th 
anniversary of her salon, 
which is located in Fairview 
Park mall in Kitchener, 
DeLeo has set a goal of raising 
$25,000 for the support centre. 
She has already raised nearly 
$4,000 and hopes to raise the 


H Her memory and 
strong will to fight remains 
forever in my heart. 77 
- Angie DeLeo 


In addition to the $25,000 
goal, DeLeo is also asking 
donors to submit ballots so 
they can be entered in an Oct. 
1 draw for over 25 different 
prizes. Featured products in 
the draw have been provided 
by local businesses, including 
Yankee Candles, Toys R Us, 
Art Gallery of Ontario and 
Le Salon customers. The total 
value of the prizes is over 
$3,000. 

DeLeo said giving back to 
the community is the best way 


she can celebrate her salon's 
anniversary, a place whose 
purpose was to serve the 
community from the very start. 
“It is with great honour 
(that I) continue to serve 
in Fairview Park mall as 
well as the wider regional 
community," said DeLeo. “Le 
Salon has built its business 
foundations upon giving back 
to the community and building 
strong relationships.” 

Gerard Seguin, the executive 
director of HopeSpring, said 
they are thankful for the 
donation because they are 
an organization that runs 
solely on donations from the 
community. 

DeLeo said they are the 
only organization in Waterloo 
Region that offers the services 
they do. Seguin agreed, 
saying that while most other 
cancer centres focus on the 
disease itself, HopeSpring 
focuses on everything else. 
“We deal with physical, 
spiritual and emotional 
cancer," said Seguin. 

HopeSpring has been taking 
care of cancer patients' 
families, caregivers and the 
individuals themselves since 
1985, all for free. 

If you want to help 
HopeSpring and those who 
suffer from cancer, you can 
make a donation at Le Salon 
in Fairview Park mall, near 
the southern entrance by 
Walmart. 
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Wildlife bylaw 
revised 


How would you feel if you were charged $5,000 for 
feeding the wildlife in your neighbourhood? 

Before you continue reading you can stop clenching 
your fists because the animal control bylaw was recently 
revised by Kitcheners city council for the good of our 
neighbourhoods. 

The initial bylaw stated that those who feed the local 
wildlife — excluding birds and feral cats — could be lined 
up to a maximum of $5,000. 

This was not put into place to fine families feeding 
geese at the park or those of us who have bird feeders 
in our backyards. Instead it was intended to curb crit- 
ters that become a nuisance. 

There are some animals such as pigeons that have 
adapted well within the newer ecosystem of the big ci< 
However, ani 


unks, coyoti 
roblen 


a great expense. 

After the revision of the bylaw, officials said it will now 
only be enforced if the feedings draw unwanted pests 
into areas where they could cause damage to properties 
and homes. 

“The fine is the last resort. ' Coun. Dave Schnider said in 
an Aug. 30 article in the Waterloo Region Record. “Bylaw 
staff are not going to be spying into backyards. It gives 
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control bylaw will benefit both parties. It will benefit us 

damage our property and homes, or raise health con- 
cerns, from continuing to visit for daily or weekly feed- 
ings. But it also benefits the annuals because they will 


per, not necessarily the author. 

Letters are welcome 

Spoke welcomes letters to the than 500 wotds. 
editor. Letters should be Spoke reserves the right to edit 

signed and include the any letter 

name and telephone for publication, 

number of the writer. (■*— Address correspondence 
Writers will be contact- to: 

ed for verification. The Editor, Spoke, 299 

No unsigned letters will be Doon Valley Dr., 
published. Room 1C30, Kitchener, OnL, 

Letters should be no longer N2G 4M4 


COMMENTARY 



2016‘s version of 'hard news' in the western world. 


An open letter to 2016 


imagine something: You’re 
completely broke, but you’re 
being forced to throw some- 
one an extravagant birthday 
party. The costs from this 
party put you into debt, but 
at least someone had a great 
special day. You grit your 
teeth through it all, smile as 

can pull this off even though 
you've been pretty clear about 
just how penniless you are. 

they’ve avoided talking about 
party. 

If you've been keeping up 
with the news, it might be 

talking about the 2016 Rio 
Olympics. 

Some people, even those 
who watched the Olympics, 
were completely' unaware of 
Brazil's problems. I’m not 
trying to rain on anyone's 
parade, but the truth is that 
Brazil hit a serious financial 
crisis earlier this year, and 
hosting the Olympics did not 
remedy the situation. This 
sounds pretty severe. And, 
yet, where is the media cover- 


And what about the war 
that's going on in Syria? The 
Syrian conflict has such a glob- 
al impact. Thousands of Syrian 
refugees have been uprooted 
and scattered across the world. 

about this? Yes, news sta- 
tions are happy enough to do a 
20-part series on this conflict, 
and, yes, we can only harp on 
the subject for so long before 
we start to get tired of hearing 
about it. But I think there's a 
problem when Canadians only 

after ISIS beheads someone on 

There is an overwhelming 
number of things that arc- 
going wrong in the world, 
many terrifying. But ignoring 
them isn’t the answer-. 

It never really bothered me 
until this was brought up 
in discussion. I never really 

on clowns like Donald Trump 


than the oil pipelines that 
could damage culturally sig- 

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
in North Dakota. We focus 
more on hating First World 
white feminism than help- 

of women living in Second 
and Third World countries. 
We completely glaze over the 
fact that there seems to be a 
transgendered person being 
killed weekly, but there's 

versial transgender-friendly 
bathrooms because, heaven 
forbid, a transgendered per- 
son has to tinkle. 

There’s something disturb- 
ing about the fact that people 
aren't more exposed to these 
kinds of topics. It's impossible 
to stay caught up on every 
breaking story in the news, 
but, the next time you go to 
see what new- fine of makeup 

who won a gold medal in the 
Olympics, try something new. 
See what’s going on in Syria, 

Mexican boy who stoodhip 
to thousands of anti-LGBTQ 
protesters. Don't just settle 
for your local and celeb news. 
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A GREAT DAY for A concert 




Are you... 

• Finding that stress or your mental health concerns are 
impacting your academics? 

• Interested in learning strategies around mindfulness and 
meditation? 

• Wanting to learn strategies for relaxation, focus, and stress 
management? 


The JW/ndfulness Group is a psychoeducational/ support group open to students at 
Conestoga College. The group will run for 8 weeks from Thursday, September 29 
until Thursday, November 17 (@ 3:30 - 5:00 P.M. 


To Register: 

• Email counsellinereceDtion@conestoesc.on.ca or in person at Counselling 
Services in Room 1A101. 

• Please provide your contact information (name, program, phone and email) 

A group facilitator will contact you prior to the group to confirm registration and 
group location. 

Group Facilitators: Shawna Bernard, M.S.W., R.S.W. and 
Linda Juodvalkis, M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Counselling Services 
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High-powered planes show off at 47th annual air show 



ay, September i 


STUDENT LIFE 





Snapshots from September 
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Cultural Diversity Week just got more diverse 


BY SHAFAQ PARWEZ 

The Student Life department 
at Conestoga brings the right 
amount of excitement to the 
campus to keep students 
entertained and engaged in a 
positive manner. Staff holds 
a range of activities, with 
the best known one being 
Cultural Diversity Week. 

This event is not only 
an opportunity for all 
international students to 
showcase their culture, but it 
also helps other students to 
learn about different cultures. 
During the event, students 
not only get to see the dress, 
dance, singing and poetry of 
other cultures, but also get 
to see what it is like to speak 
another language. 

The event features a 
translations activity that 
will bring two students, from 
vastly different backgrounds, 
together. 

Rachel Kelly, circulations 
and resource technician at 
the Library Resource Centre, 
who is helping with Cultural 
Diversity Week, said, “The 
translations activity provides 
an opportunity to have one- 

students.” 

The staff at Student Life 
meet every September to come 



enthusiasm shown by 
international students 
specifically for this week is 
commendable. 

“International students who 
are new to Canada are just 
happy to share the knowledge 
and expertise of their culture 
with other people,” she said. 
“That doesn't happen very 
often and it's such an open, 
safe environment to be able to 
do so." 

All this exchange of positive 
and enlightening information 
creates a feeling of harmony and 
mutual respect at the college. 

Tamin Cobb, a writing 
consultant in the Learning 
Commons, said, “Right now, 
we're at the beginning of the 
semester and the returning 
students are starting to walk by 
the departments and starting 
to wave at you. It makes you 
feel so happy because we have 
built that connection with 
that student.” 

Cobb said the importance 
of Cultural Diversity Week 
cannot be over-emphasized. 

“As a human, you love to 
share and you have this 
curiosity. . . So you want to have 
a way to get in to make that 
connection and that person 
wants to be able to share that 
information. At this event, you 
have that gateway." 
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RECRUITING STUDENT LIFE LEADERS! 

Volunteer by planning and hosting events, building community, and taking action 
through positive leadership. Minimum 6 hours participation per semester. 

ML Events include: Get Involved Fair, Human Library, Truth and Reconciliation, 

•a Random Act of Kindness Day, Remembrance Day, and more! 


Students encouraged 
to enter 

creative writing contest 
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FUN & GAMES 


m 

HOROSCOPE 

Week of September 26, 2016 

m 

m 

Anes 

March 21 - 
April 19 

m 

Libra 

September 23 - 
October 22 

A fresh start is what you You are gentle 

need. Forget the old and Take advantage 
embrace the new. So, don't open and truatw 

nd kind, 
f it. Be 
rthy to 

and never release it 


m 

Taurus 

April 20- 
May 20 

w 

Scorpio 

October 23 - 
November 21 

You are a good follower, so 

Follow your heart and it will 

to be. You are almost there, 
keep following. 

Your eyes are your asset. 
View things wisely and take 
things easilv. Don’t jump 
into the pool of conclusions, 
but see it, analyse it and 
accept it. 

E33 

Gemini 

May 21 - 
June 21 

■ 

Sagittarius 

November 22- 
December21 

Do you feel like you have too Prioritize your 

much on your plate? Then, When you have 
it’s time for you to take some planned and o 
ofT your plate. Make use of everything will go 
your friends to enjoy life and vou wan ted it to 

needs. 

things 

ganized. 

Take the 

m 

Cancer 

June 22 - 
July 22 

m 

Capricorn 

December 22- 
January 19 

People can see through you 
parent but because you let “"JV* Be “PP 

thorn i,'« timo ,o iw.tr q Slid heV'! If VOU do 

rselftoo 
mill take 

ot stand 

shield. U P ^' ,I yourself. 

else will Think ab 


M 

Leo 

July 23- 
August 22 


Aquarius 

January 20 - 
February 18 

If you want to enjoy luxury You can be happy at this 

in life, then pass through the corner of the world or in 
valley of poverty. You can that comer of the world. 

to the fullest if you haven't come/ from within” you. 
worked hard for it. Search for it and you will 

find it. 

m 

Virgo 

September 22 


Pisces 

February 19 - 
March 20 

Who you want to unwrap but you need a break. Take 
it with is what you need to it whenever you want and 

it be reasonable. 

E P hram Strange dabbles in forces 
beyond mortal comprehension on a 
glOSgra j regular basis. He also enjoys young 
adult novels and taxidermy. 


j^'s 
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The Australian e 
he land speed record fc 
it 31 mph (50 km/h). 

The first product to 


is the only planet that 
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7 3 

8 1 

7 4 

6 

6 

1 

8 

8 

1 6 

3 

3 7 

5 

2 

6 

3 

9 1 

1 

9 

8 

8 

3 1 

6 9 

2 9 

4 
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Fill in the grid with digits in 
such a manner that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box accommo- 
dates the digits 1-9, with- 
out repeating any. 
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Authors share stories 
and bring awareness 


CAREERFAIR 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

10am -3:30pm | RIM Park, Waterloo 


• Network with more than 200 employer organisations 

• Learn about career opportunities 

• Free transportation to and from the Fair 

tour sponsortng institutions with student/alumni ID V 5 

partners4employment.ca | #P4EFair 
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CROSSING THE FINISH LINE victorious 



coming to see you! 


Visit our representative at Conestoga - Doon on 
October 13th between 10 am and 2 pm. 

Learn about opportunities to transfer into a variety 
of applied and theoretical degree programs 
including Arts, Engineering, Commerce, 

Computing, Agriculture, and Science. 

Ask about having your credits and admission 
eligibility pre-assessed before you even apply! 

Not able to stop by? Contact us for more info or to 
book a campus tour. 

Christine Porterfield - Pathways Advisor 
cporterf@uoguelph.ca 

Nicole Gazzola - Liaison Officer, National and 
Transfer Recruitment 
admtran@uoguelph.ca 


admission, uoguelph.ca/tours 



New college club for 
snowboarders, skiers 


BY ANDREW BENNEY 

Any winter sports enthu- 
siasts attending Conestoga 
College this year will be 
delighted with the formation 
of one of the school's new- 
est dubs, the Conestoga Snow 
CoUective (CSC). 

The CSC was founded by cur- 
rent president. Kait Morris, a 
fitness and health promotion 
student at the college and for- 
mer executive of the Guelph 
Snow Club. Morris has high 
hopes for the new club and 
says that her aim is to repli- 
cate the tight-knit community 
of snow-lovers that she had 
been a part of before. 

“The goals of the CSC are 
to unite students with the 
same passion for skiing/snow- 
boarding. to attend fun events 
and to help create even better 
memories." Morris said. 

Being an avid rider of the 
slopes since the age of 12, she 
is undoubtedly one of the best 
candidates for that job. 

Being the only group at 
the school with an agenda 
primarily focused on winter 
activities, and organizations 
of a similar variety being com- 
monplace at other colleges 
and universities in the area, 
some feel something like this 
has been a long time coming. 

In order for it to all become 
reality however, the CSC 
will have to meet the same 
requirements as all other 
clubs at Conestoga. These 
include having a membership 
of at least five students, a set 


plan of operations, as well as 
a proposed budget and list of 
elected officers. 

Yet despite all of this, Morris 
is confident they are on the 
right track. 

ly good chance at being 
approved. Over this past 
weekend over 30 students 
joined our Facebook group. 
The interest spiked these last 
few days, and I'm thrilled." 
she said. 

The club is open to both 
rookies looking for a new way 
to spend the cold months, and 
virtuosos aiming to return to 
their craft. As well, there will 
also be featured trips through- 
out the year for both kinds of 
athletes to enjoy. 

The CSC's executives wiU 
also be hoping to catch the 
eye of many an extreme snow- 
sports lover at the coming 
Club Day planned by CSI for 
Sept. 29, which is an oppor- 
tunity that allows new clubs 
to get their name out to the 
student body. 

“I would love to have the 
opportunity of Club Day to 
promote the new club. We 
want the CSC to be a suc- 
cessful, sanctioned club that 
continues to exist for the stu- 
dents of Conestoga College for 
many years," Morris said. 

Any students looking to join 
the Conestoga Snow Collective 
or to get in contact with Kait 
Morris can do so through 
Facebook and Instagram, as 
well as on the CSI website 
under CSI Prospective Clubs. 




